
Upper Arlington High School PTO Meeting 
Wednesday, April 15, 2015 

Yabos Tacos  
 
Attendees – Jen Knox, Heather Evans, Marion Chin, Marta Bergese, Julie Leff,  Kellie Ali, 
Rachel Tjaden, Diane Hobson, Fran County, Katrina Ruscilli, Soozi Cole Hamilton, Brett 
Tingley, Xiaokui Mo, Claudia Weisberg, Beth Piscopo, Randi Stummer, Kristin Greenberg, 
Sally Mirnan  
 
Randi Stummer called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. and welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and introduced Emilie Greenwalt from the District Office.  She announced that Paul Imhoff was 
not able to join us as he was asked to be at a meeting for one of several committees he serves on 
to give a positive voice for parents and students in Upper Arlington as he works to reduce testing 
in district and in our state.   
 
Emilie went on to talk about the strategic plan for the district including our accountability goal.  
Part of this is our “quality profile” which accompanies the state report card.  This report helps to 
show what your receive by sending your kids to our schools.  It outlines things like the 
opportunity to choose between informal and contemporary formats in elementary grades, the 
travel opportunities that are educationally based, AP and IB opportunities and SAT/ACT score 
improvement.  Our report card will be available in the fall whereas the State’s won’t come until 
January this year.  Please continue to review and give your feedback to the district office. 
 
The efficiency goal is $4.5 million in cuts in our budget without impacting programs or 
classrooms.  We are about 80% to the goal by managing things like copy costs and other areas 
identified by community business leaders.  Additionally, our buildings need help.  1995 was the 
last major renovation.  The master plan is underway but it will be several years before we have a 
conclusion.   
 
The personalization goal includes our digital conversion – giving a device to every child in the 
district – and is not underway.  It will be an Apple device but not sure if it will be a laptop or 
tablet but the decision will be made in the next couple of weeks.  This summer the infrastructure 
improvements needed to support 3-4 devices per person will be put in place.  They will begin 
testing the device in grades 6-12 next year.  Teachers will get laptops this spring and, through 
professional academy, will learn how best to teach using these laptops.  Textbooks will be 
moving to electronic text as we continue this process.   
 
Randi thanked Emilie and introduced Andrew Theado, Principal of Upper Arlington High 
School.  Andrew announced that tomorrow night, April 16th at 7:00 pm there would be a 
program at the high school called “Street Smart” presented by the Police Department about 
trends in drugs and alcohol use/abuse, language, paraphernalia, and indicators of use.  He said it 
should be enlightening and should spur some great dialogue with your kids.  It is focused on 
parents but kids are welcome.    
 
He is also part of STAND Coalition whose mission is to stop abuse of drugs and alcohol for kids 
and adults in Upper Arlington.  This coalition is made up of schools, police and fire, parents, 



students and residents.  They are in the assessment stage now so that they can determine how to 
address the issues they uncover.  The last assessment was in 2009 statewide and it ran out of 
funding.  It is clearly a community based issue and everyone needs to be engaged, not just the 
schools.  Several questions were fielded including the idea of a post prom “lock in”.  Andrew 
was interested in being part of that effort going forward. 
 
Randi Stummer thanked the CeleBEARty Wait Night committee this year.  CeleBEARty Wait 
Night raised $13,000 this year, the highest amount yet.  Shred Day raised $1,800 this year. 
 
Beth Piscopo made a plea for everyone to register or re-register their Kroger card to benefit the 
UAHS PTO.  The link is www.kroger.com/communityrewards .  Follow instructions outlined 
there.   
 
Randi Stummer reviewed the slate of candidates for next year’s board.  There was a motion to 
approve and it was seconded.  The slate was approved.  The new Executive Board members for 
2015-2016 are Kellie Ali -President, Claudia Weisberg-President-Elect, Julie Leff-Treasurer, 
Katrina Ruscilli-Treasurer-Elect, Emily Gerber-Secretary/Membership. 
 
Randi Stummer closed the meeting. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:38 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 


