
In attendance:! Emily Gerber, Yvonne Goddard, Claudia Weisberg, Katrina Ruscilli,
! ! ! Amy Hehr, Kim Kinateder, Anne DeVoe, Sevil Kurtis Candes, Aimee
! ! ! White, Josanna Kawakami, Deborah Pryce, Denise Rush, Cathy 
! ! ! Pultz, Kellie Ali, Diane Hobson, Julie Leff, Leslie Millhon, Carolyn 
! ! ! Weeks, Karen Ballou, Jen Heck, Kristin Greenberg, Ali Scott, Julie 
! ! ! Morris, Arleen Sierra-Kanchuger

Welcome and Meeting Kickoff ! ! ! ! ! Claudia Weisberg

UAHS PTO Executive Board Members introduced themselves.  The 2016/2017 Board is 
as follows:

Claudia Weisberg! ! President
Cathy Pultz! ! ! President-Elect
Katrina Ruscilli! ! Treasurer
Jenny DeCapua! ! Treasurer-Elect
Emily Gerber!! ! Membership Chair/Secretary !
Kristin Greenberg! ! Webmaster/Member-At-Large
Kellie Ali! ! ! Past President/Ex-officio

District Update/Facilities Planning Update:  Paul Imhoff - Upper Arlington School 
District Superintendent

Mr. Imhoff started off by thanking the UAHS PTO as well as all the district PTO’s for 
support of the new building initiative and the Research & Development Lab on the 
second floor of the high school Learning Center.  The R&D Lab and Learning Center are 
being utilized far greater in comparison to last year.

The District hosted other school districts who toured the R&D Lab to glean how it set up 
and how it is impacting the students - what are/have they accomplished by using the 
Lab.  

As far as the Facilities Planning Committee, it is comprised of 130 members from 
across the city.  Specifically, the high school building committee was asked to look at 
new options based upon survey data collected from 300 surveys sent via email link.

After 18 months of collecting data, recommendations will be made on October 10th at 
6:00 at the UAHS Cafeteria.  There will also be a Board of Education special meeting 
taking place on September 27th at 6:00 at the Main Office to hear the results of a phone 
survey that was conducted.
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The upcoming third phase will begin after recommendations are communicated in 
October.  This phase will engage local C-suite business people.  These individuals will 
be asked to offer their recommendations.  Following this, another survey will be 
conducted prior to the Initiative being placed on the ballot.

Coffee Talk hosts are still being sought.  Mr. Imhoff has presented at 35-40 thus far.  His 
goal is 100.

When asked about how to raise capital for the project, Mr. Imhoff stated they would be 
offering Naming Rights to certain parts of the building (i.e., Library).  These Naming 
Rights  will follow the Board’s Policy which prohibit certain aspects of naming.  For 
example, rooms cannot be named after alcoholic products, etc.

Vision for Learning Center! ! ! ! Andrew Theado

The Learning Center was built from 1950-1970.  It was at one time an open courtyard.  
The courtyard was filled in and used as a library.   The space then was not overly used 
by the students due to it’s lack of seating and overall functionality as a study/work 
space.

A grant secured from Steelcase allowed the space to be converted and upgraded to an 
active Learning Center.  

Freshmen and Sophomores typically use the west cafeteria for studying and 
collaborative projects.  Juniors utilize the Learning Center and seniors are allowed to go 
wherever they need - they have an open policy that allows them to stay or leave the 
building.

The Eaton Foundation in 2015 granted monies to be used for innovation to specifically 
develop a R&D Lab.  This assisted in research, prototype and design.

Laura Moore, who is a current Language Arts teacher with a 12 year tenure, has been 
hired to head the R&D Lab effort.  She will work with students and staff to foster a 
collaborative integrated course environment.  The hope is to offer a course that meshes 
business and language arts that is inclusive of service learning.  For example,  the 
students could work with a coffee grower from an environmental standpoint up through 
sales.

Principal Theado hosts a Principal Advisory Meeting for student feedback. He 
encouraged any and all students to join.
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Innovation Grants (formerly Mini-Grants) from the PTO have gone to the R&D Lab as 
well as funds raised at CeleBEARity Wait Night.  The Education Fund will support this 
effort.

As part of the Innovation process, failure will be accepted and used in the teaching 
process instead of the current culture of being rewarded for first time success.  Learn 
from failure.

The furniture in the Lab aids the learning and collaborative efforts.  Current whiteboards 
can be turned into Smart boards with magnetic strips and software.

Collaborative learning measurements are tricky in group environments.  The 80/20 Rule 
sometimes applies where a few do the work for the group, yet all are either rewarded or 
punished.

The Learning Center  is open all hours of the day.  The UA Education Fund stated they 
would help staff the LC after school hours (Joanie Dugger).

High school is considering offering courses during evening hours as an alternative.

Counselor Update

Counselors are working with freshmen to study tips as well as focusing on Who Am I?  
Where am I Going? and How Do I Get There? conversations.  They are trying to take 
focus off of overall GPA and more on overall learning through managing stress, utilizing 
labs, teacher assistance, goal setting (2 academics goals/2 personal goals).

Each freshmen will meet with their counselor to discuss how school year is proceeding.
Sophomores will be talking about mental health and Signs of Suicide (SOS).  This is a 
two day program teaching ACT - Acknowledge, Confide, Tell.  SOS will be discussed at 
our October PTO meeting.

An activity fair will be held Friday, September 23rd for clubs and activities.  

UA/EF Learning! ! ! ! ! Cynthia Ballheim

EF Tours are the world leaders in educational travel and customization.  Students earn 
high school elective credit and, in some cases, college credit.  Students meet with 
teachers and are put into Schoology discussion groups.  Students are immersed in 
culture, etc.
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Safety is a main concern and EF Tours takes it seriously.  They are on top of all 
incidences and problems.

A Strength Finder Index is given to each student.  Students are then grouped using the 
information learned from Index.  

Trips are announced in August annually.  This is the last week to register for Summit 
trips.  Seniors cannot go on these trips because they are not covered by the district’s 
insurance due to the fact that they have graduated.

Detailed information can be obtained on the UA website.

There was a question regarding IB Reprieve Passes.  Reprieve Passes are meant to be 
used for emergency purposes only.  They give a 24 hours reprieve.  Passes are up for 
discussion.  

PTO Business

Voted to approve the following:

 change in the bylaws…from 

Article 3
Meetings

Meetings of the general membership of the PTO will be held on the third Wednesday of the month during the 
months of September, October, November, January, February and April.  The May meeting will serve as a 
transition meeting for incoming and outgoing committee chairs.  Meetings will be at locations to be scheduled 
by the President and Secretary.  The President will choose the time and provide notice of the time and location 
to the membership in accordance with the Code.  The principal of Upper Arlington High School and the 
superintendent of the Upper Arlington Schools will be invited to attend all the general meetings.

…to 

Meetings of the general membership of the PTO will be held as needed to ensure that all the business that 
needs to be conducted is completed including budget approval, candidate approval, mini grant updates and 
any other business that needs to be accomplished.  Additionally, the Executive Board will strive to have 
meaningful speakers/topics for the benefit of the general membership.  Meetings will be at locations to be 
scheduled by the President and Secretary.  The President will choose the time and provide notice of the time 
and location to the membership in accordance with the Code.  The principal of Upper Arlington High School 
and the superintendent of the Upper Arlington Schools will be invited to attend all the general meetings.

Motion made by Katrina Ruscilli
Second motion by Kellie Ali
All in favor
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Budget for fiscal 2016/2017 approval: 

Changes and clarifications to vote on are as follows:

-The Community School line item - the PTO will manage their money for them.  Line  
 item currently holds zero dollars.

-Artist School has been changed to Innovation Grant Funds
-The PTO will grant two scholarships this year.  Only one is shown in our budget.  The 

second scholarship is being held at the UA Education Foundation and money will be 
collected from them at the time the second scholarship is awarded/needed.  

Motion made by Amy Hehr
Second motion by Diane Hobson
All in favor

Upcoming Meetings of UAHS PTO 

Tuesday, October 25, 7:00 pm, UAHS Cafeteria 

Meeting adjourned
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