
Welcome and Introductions! ! ! Claudia Weisberg

The group went around the room and introduced themselves and the ages of the 
children they have at the high school.

Updates from UAHS ! ! ! ! Andrew Theado, Principal UAHS

Mr. Theado informed us that the Learning Center (LC) has been remodeled and is being 
used by juniors and seniors as they wish.  This remodel was partly funded by the PTO.

Research & Development is being run by Dr. Laura Moore.  Through R&D, the high 
school is using Design Thinking to bring joy back to education.  The goal is to have 
meaning and bring balance. R&D starts with a prototype and could roll into something 
we implement or use to start dialogue.  R&D also encourages innovations among 
teaching staff. The PTO will help fund these innovations.

In January, students will be able to schedule classes aligned with R&D.  For example, 
business and environmental science classes will be combined.  Students will be 
adopting a coffee bean farm in Guatemala and looking at its environmental impact.  
Students will meet bi-monthly.

Dr. Moore has a blog.  We will post on the UAHS PTO website.

Building wide, teachers and administrators are working with each department to look at 
the Capstone experience for kids and the high school as a whole.  Senior Language 
Arts teachers handle Capstone even though it does not fit in entirely with their 
curriculum.  Mr. Theado stated that they want to help kids get prepared for Capstone 
and spread it out over other departments.  Some proposed changes to Capstone that 
are being discussed, are scaffolding Capstone up from the 9th grade.  Ninth graders 
visited Columbus State to see career options and get an idea what their Capstone 
thesis may be.

Meeting 11/17 to discuss how to involve parents into Capstone.

There is discussion to possibly prototype changes with juniors next year.  A discussion 
point was brought up that it would be beneficial to have Capstone due at the end of the 
year instead of phased throughout the year.  Mr. Theado answered that systems are in 
place to provide student’s balance.

Mr. Theado encouraged everyone to sign up for Remind which is an emergency system 
and communication device the district is using.
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Updates from the District!! ! ! Kathy Jenney, Assoc. Superintendent

Ms. Jenney has three adult children.  She has spent time at the Focus on Your Future 
conference with freshmen.  Her responsibilities include working with teachers on 
curriculum and having conversations about making sure we prioritize our standards and 
how each connects.  Ms. Jenney focuses on working constantly to improve grades 6-12.  

Guidance and school counseling are working with grades K-12 on instructional topics in 
order to target students skills around certain focused topics.  

Meeting attendees had questions around computer science and graphic design.  The 
District is thinking of STEM at the elementary level and integrating this throughout 
curriculum.  There is also thought about offering a Robotics class.  Currently, there is a 
class that integrates Physics through Robotics.  

The District is trying to figure out ways to bring Robotics into the classroom.  The high 
school has a Robotics Club, but there is also a high school group that partners up with 
the Hastings Robotic Club.  This happened because Hastings had a club prior to the 
high school.  Because of this, some students went to Hastings until the high school 
officially formed a club.  Mr. Bexil heads the high school club.  

The PTO is working with the UA Education Fund and Keith Pomeroy, the District CTO, 
to have a year of innovation and brainstorm ways to promote this.  The PTO would 
examine once a year requests and grant.  

There was a question about partnering with EWI for engineering opportunities and 
exposure and why it is not currently happening?  There is a group meeting in early 
December to review options and ideas.

The Robotics Club at Hastings has won two awards.  They have gone to the national 
competition every year.  Is it possible to have both programs have the same processes?  
This would benefit the student’s growth through graduation.  

College Admissions! ! ! ! Dr. Kathy Moore, College Counselor, UA

Dr. Moore is the college and career counselor at UAHS.  She sees every senior before 
graduation.  Her goal is to make sure all students have post high school plans.  Her 
emphasis is on seniors.  She meets with juniors after December 1.  
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Dr. Moore encourages school counselors to meet with students younger than juniors.  
The application process is complicated.  It includes essays, ACT/SAT, careers and 
majors.  Due to the cost of education, parents are encouraging kids to know their major 
before starting college.  She thinks it is more important to know your personal strengths 
and talents than pinpointing a major right away.  

Family Connections is an incredible resource.  We are fortunate to have it for grades 
6-12.  It provides career inventories that help the child.

Dr. Moore feels fortunate to have this position because it doesn’t exist in all schools.  
She spends most of her time on the college side.  She tries to visit campuses as much 
as possible.  This is critical in really getting to know the college’s programs.

Dr. Moore sits on many boards and attends conferences so that she can develop 
relationships that in the end help students.  She spends a large chunk of time on 
campuses and attending conferences.

During freshmen year students spend a day at Columbus State. This is for Focus on 
Your Future.  Freshmen will also have a shadowing day at end of year.  The hope is to 
make connections and spark interest.  She works with school counselors on this.
Dr. Moore also puts on a freshmen planning meeting for students and parents.

During sophomore year,  students take their first PSAT in October.  Results are returned 
in December electronically from the College Board.  A company called ConAcademy 
takes the test results and creates an individual teaching test they call Test Prep. UAHS 
will receive hard copies of scores.  Scores can be accessed around December 10th. 

Junior year is a big year due to the fact that this is the last year college’s see the 
student’s  grades. This year is the closest thing to the college experience.  Sometimes 
kids don’t realize how important freshmen year is to overall grade trend.  The first 
college planning meeting happens at the end of October. She encourages students to 
start testing in fall.  The second junior meeting takes place in January.   Dr. Moore 
conducts mini conferences to address all needs such as testing, financial aid, private 
versus public schools, applying to selective schools, athletics, etc.  The PSAT is taken 
again this year.  This is the National Merit qualifying test.  There is also an essay night 
for college applications for juniors.

Senior year there is a college planning meeting to discuss college applications and 
timelines.  Financial aid deadlines has moved up to October 1.  FASFA is now based 
upon prior years income and tax information.  Financial fit is very important for child and 
parent.  
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ACT versus SAT?  Kaplan offers a combination test at Capital Law School.  More 
people take the ACT test versus the SAT because it is curriculum based.  SAT has 
made major changes since last March.  It used to be only math and language arts. 
There is also no longer a penalty for guessing.  The SAT no longer has writing.  Any 
school in the country accepts either test.
 
What do schools look for?  They look for the students overall package.
Schools seek those who learn through curiosity.  There are schools out there for all.  
The more selective the school, the more diverse your transcript needs to be filled with 
extra curricular, athletics, etc.  But, more is necessarily not better.  They want to know 
what you do after school.  Do you have a job? Do you volunteer?  

Dr. Moore suggests creating a Common Application account which is one application 
used by many schools.  Roughly 800 schools utilize this.  It does make it easier to 
apply.  But because schools get so many applications, they become more selective.  It 
lays out the process.   You can start the Common Application as a junior.  

Parents can invest in Test Prep for ACT/SAT and application process.  Dr. Moore feels 
like we don’t need to spend the money on Test Prep.  She feels like it’s a duplication to 
do this and then use her services.  She does send out Test Prep messages when this 
service is offered at the high school.  We need to think about your child and if they are 
ready for it.  There are free Test Prep sites out there.  Using Test Prep is really an 
individual and family choice.  Dr. Moore is happy to refer those who she knows are  
good at helping in this process.  

Senior year is when you will find out if you are a National Merit semi-finalist.  If you are a 
semi-finalist, you will need to apply to be a finalist.

Applying for scholarships through the college or university you attend is the easiest way 
and best way to get the most money.  Local scholarships usually do not give more than 
$5,000.  

Some colleges do not only look at test scores, but also where you fall in class.  Are you 
a top 5-10%?  Apply for scholarships senior year.

Super scoring is when colleges will take the highest scores in each section of your ACT/
SAT versus just overall scores.  

EFC is need based.  It provides the gap between tuition and affordability.

Cynthia Ruiz authored a complete guide to grants book which outlines in detail who can 
apply along with criteria and contact information.
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ACT and SAT testing happen in December or January of junior year.  It is important to 
know your student to asses the appropriate timing of taking the test.  We also need to 
keep in mind things like - is there testing anxiety, etc?  Students can test throughout the 
spring and until fall of senior year.  

Some schools do take into consideration how many times the student took these 
entrance tests.  Most schools do want a composite of scores.  If the schools super 
score, they may require you take both the ACT and SAT.

Dr. Moore encourages scores to be sent to an additional four schools which is the 
maximum allowed.  To take the test, students must be signed up at least a month prior 
to test date.  There is a deadline and extended deadline which means you will pay a 
higher fee.  The high school is offering the ACT in March.  

Common Application has five prompts.  Language Arts teachers know what colleges are 
looking for in essays and will help the student.  Dr. Moore suggested that the student 
answer the prompt.  This is very important because many times the student provides an 
elaborate response without really answering the prompt.  There are some schools which 
do not require Common Application.  Selective schools have supplemental essays that 
ask questions such as “why this school?”.  Supplemental essays vary quite a bit.

Dr. Moore encourages everyone to fill it out FASFA at least once.  You will never know 
what your EFC is unless you do.  Certain specific scholarships may require this 
(graduate school, etc.).

FASFA is submitted once a year.  Only senior parents do FASFA starting October 1.  If 
you want any loans (federal), you have to complete FASFA.  There is a myth that 529 
Plans or savings ding you.  This is not true.  It’s a federal application.  CSS Profile is an 
institutional profile for aid  that takes into account home equity.  FASFA looks at one 
income.  For example, if parents are divorced, will look at one parent’s financials.

Does the IB Diploma carry weight?  Colleges do look at rigorous course work to see if 
you have strengths in certain subject matter and if you took those courses as IB or AP.  
Most schools will see AP and IB the same.  It really is about what type of learner you 
are.  If you are doing well in a rigorous class, it should mean the transition to college will 
be successful.  We need to remember that this will make you a better student.  

Schools would rather a student take a rigorous course and get a B rather than a less 
rigorous class and get an A.  

UA is a weighted school.  Scores reflect this.  Dr. Moore believes that we need to make 
sure our child is successful where they go rather than which name brand school they 
attend? Fit is key.  
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Personality tests are given once each year.  It never hurts to take it.  Results can be 
found on Family Connection.

Safe schools are those that the student has a high percentage shot at being accepted.  

PTO News! ! ! ! ! ! Claudia Weisberg

Claudia updated us on the Vineyard Vines fundraiser and Teacher Appreciation.  For 
Teacher Appreciation, PTO is putting together a cookie package containing 4-6 cookies 
per teacher as a thank you.

Thank You’s – October 

Teacher Conferences were WONDERFUL with a Pizza Extravaganza put on by Danielle 
Whitcomb with assists from Debbie Jermain and Darlene Adams.  The teachers and staff were 
overwhelmed by the fabulous food and festive décor!  Thanks to ALL the parents that brought 
desserts and water.  It was a perfect evening!

Julie Grove and Kristi Galluci provided cheer and food for our second Principal Coffee of the 
year!  It is always a great session to be a part of and these ladies make sure all goes smoothly.  
Thanks to you both!!  

Upcoming Meetings of UAHS PTO 

• Tuesday, December 13 at Stacy Lilly’s House at 2030 Tremont Rd to make cookie bags 
for the teachers!  Look for the Sign Up Genius to bring 2 dozen of your favorite holiday 
treats!

• Vineyard Vines PTO night at Easton…get some shopping done and donate to the PTO – 
stay tuned for more information coming shortly!  

• Wednesday, January 25, 2017, 7:00 pm. UAHS Cafeteria
• SAVE THE DATE…CeleBEARty Wait Night at Figlio’s, Sunday, March 5th

• Shred It Day at the High School – Saturday, April 8th from 9 am – 1 pm 
• Friday, April 21, 2017, 8:30 am, Carsonie’s Restaurant
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