
Upper Arlington PTO General Membership Meeting
Carsonie’s

April 5, 2019

Attendees: Lori Trent, Aimee White, Heather Perry, Caty Pultz, Randi Stummer, 
Melisaa Ford, Chris Ferraro, Pamela Dion, Emily Gerber, Beth Devine, Matt Bedenbach, 
Sue Pohl, Ann DeVoe

I.  Welcome & Minutes Approval Aimee White

Aimee thanked everyone for a great year.  CeleBEARity Wait Nite raised $14,000.  A 
great job was done by all involved.  

Vote on Executive Board Slate for 2019/2020:

Heather Perry - President
Megan Potts - President Elect
Melissa Ford - Treasurer Elect

Motion made by Cathy Pultz
Motion seconded by Ann DeVoe
All present were in favor of Executive Board slate.

February minutes approval:

Motion made by Cathy Pultz
Motion seconded by Heather Perry
All were in favor of approving the February minutes

Some chair positions are still open.  Please contact Aimee 
aimwhite4@gmail.com or Heather Perry at heatherperry@gmail.com) if interested or to 
nominate someone.

II.  Principal Report Andrew Theado

Mr. Theado thanked everyone for engaging in the PTO.  He stated we are fortunate to 
have parents who are so engaged and willing to raise money for CeleBEARity Wait Nite.  

Mr. Theado also thanked the PTO for UA Idea Day support.  He thought it was a very 
successful day and the students gained a lot from their participation.

The high school is hiring for a number of positions.  As part of the hiring process, they 
are getting students feedback by having each final interviewee teach a class.  
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Lou Vasquez is retiring after 37 years of teaching.  His effort and dedication will be 
missed.
 
The high school football stadium has been flattened.  Student drivers have been 
amazing.  They have adapted well to the many parking changes. Mr. Theado has heard 
only a couple of comments from community members regarding the new parking rules.

Carpooling is being pushed due to the limited spots and will continue to be pushed next 
year.  The high school needs to address the issue of students not using designated 
crosswalk areas.  This can be dangerous and is against the law.  

Capstone will have more support than in the past. Next year kids can take a semester 
course which will cover everything from research to the product design through the 
presentation.  They still need to work through how this class will be scheduled.  The  
summer option for Capstone will have a couple of teachers assigned for support.  

The current 8th graders will not be required to take public speaking but will have to take 
a semester course for Capstone.  There is talk of possibly taking Capstone down to 
junior year, but they haven’t discussed this option for sophomores.  They are looking at 
potentially having a coordinator to help blend all departments/cross disciplines.

The semester Capstone course will offer help in how to write a research paper which 
students will not have done prior.  By bringing this down to the junior level, it allows 
students to highlight this on their college transcript.

The half credit received for taking public speaking will be replaced with Capstone for  
current 8th graders.

Mr. Theado is asking parents to discuss prom safety with their children.  He is asking us 
to speak with kids as well as other parents about where your kids are going on prom 
night.

A lock-in for next years prom is being discussed as a way to keep everyone safe after 
the dance.

Heather Perry asked if hiring a social-emotional person to support student body has 
been discussed?  Mr. Theado answered that there will probably be more discussion 
about mental health professionals in the school.

III.  Assistant Superintendent Kathy Jenney

The ground breaking ceremony for the new high school will take place at 4:00 on 
Sunday, April 7th.
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Ms. Jenney stated that Upper Arlington is trying to be the state model for the whole child 
by providing socio-emotional support, continuos improvement to staff and student well 
being.

Hiring season is here.  We have people who are retiring. The district is looking to hire a 
new assistant principal, a science, social studies, and math teacher as well as special 
education openings.

Ms. Jenney is proud of the shifts that have been made to Capstone.  The key question 
is how do they make time the variable to support students who want to do the summer 
option?

She is proud of year’s accomplishments and she thanked all attendees for their 
continued support.

IV,  EF Tours 2020 Cynthia Balheim

Education First Tours has evolved based upon the focus groups they have conducted 
with students and PTO members.  The feedback form these focus groups is 
the offering of these trips should be different than family trips as well as educational.  
Those with and academic focus should receive high school or college credit.

Currently, EF is going with 11 students to Australia and New Zealand in June.  They 
have partnered with other schools in Ohio (New Albany) in order to get the headcount 
count they need for these trips.  Each school will have provide their own teacher to be 
responsible for their respective students,  We are the fist school in Ohio to partner this 
way.  

Over Spring Break in 2020, the offering is Berlin, Prague and Krakow.  This matches up 
with our history curriculum.  This kind of trip will happen every other year with a spring 
and summer rotation.

The spring trip for next year is to Spain and will be an immersion trip.  This trip will also 
happen every other year.  

There is also a spring trip to Italy and France which will be run by the Visual Arts 
department.  This can be interwoven with classes every other year as well.

Next summer there will be a new trip for health sciences to Great Britain.  The focus will 
be on STEM, biology and physiology. This trip will rotate with the science department 
every other year.
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A trip to Greece and Italy, based in psychology, will happen every other year.

The Normandy trip will not be offered every year.  This year it was offered due to the 
anniversary of storming Normandy.  EF will only offer a limited number of seats per this 
kind of trip.  The Social Studies department is on this and looking to see what they can 
book on the horizon.

They are also looking into a culinary trip.  The high school is involved with EF in the 
design process.  

Students are taking what they learn from these trips and coming home changed people.  
All good lessons when they go independently because this is an international 
experience.  Students can receive college credit through the University  of Southern  
New Hampshire. 

There is a goal to try and hit all areas of the school by making these trips affordable.  
There is an agreement with EF to keep trips under $4,000.  There is also a need to 
conduct rolling meetings to accommodate those who plan and want to pay in 
installments.  Also, they will be providing last minute trips for those who cannot plan well 
in advance.  

Travel scholarship are possible if people want to contribute.

V.  Treasurer Report Laura Hellstedt

CeleBEARity Wait Nite raised $14.000 which $10,000 will go to UA Idea Day.

A huge thank you was given to Melora Meyer and Leah Sneed for all their hard work as 
CWN co-chairs.  

Shred It Day is April 6th. We still need volunteers.  Goodwill and Habitat for Humanity 
will be there as well.  The cost per box to shred is $5.00.  Last year the PTO made 
$1,500.

Vote on $25,000 PTO donation to Capital Campaign over three years:

Motion made by Anne DeVoe
Motion seconded by Cathy Pultz
All voted in favor of contributing.

Counselor Update Matt Bedenbach
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Senioritis has definitely set in for our seniors.  

Students must be well rounded for college applications.  This discussion starts during 
the sophomore year.  The discussion during junior year focuses on working on a college 
which “fits” the student.

With the freshmen, counselors meet with students during English classes every quarter 
to help them manage stress.

Currently, the counseling staff is helping students manage the stress of AIR testing.

VI.  PTO Business

Thank you’s:  

To each of YOU for your commitment to the UAHS PTO and support of our students and 
staff.  Your time, energy and monetary gifts have provided our district with resources 
that go above and beyond, that continue to make our school district great!!  You have 
certainly made the job of PTO President an easy one!!

A special shout out to Melora Meyer and Leah Sneed for raising $14,000 for CWN 2019.  

To Do’s:

Celebrate a successful 2018-19 school year ~ We are coming to a close!!  
Fill open chair positions!! 

Important dates:

Saturday, April 6th - Shred It Day
Saturday, April 14th - Prom
May 8th at 11:30 a.m. - Thank you and welcome luncheon at Aimee White’s house 
(Board and Chairs)


