
Upper Arlington High School PTO Meeting 
Wednesday, November 19, 2014 

Yabos Tacos  
 
Attendees – Sharon Sappington, Tom Sappington, Julie Morris, Marion Chin, Karen Ballou, 
Marta Bergese, Julie Leff, Courtney Brownlee, Kelllie Ali, Sheelah Buse, Diane Hobson, Kelle 
Eubank, Fran County, Deb Weideling, Claudia Weisberg, Beth Piscopo, Randi Stummer  
 
Randi Stummer called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m. and welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and introduced Andrew Theado, Principal of Upper Arlington High School.   
 
Andrew shared his experiences with the newly formed Principal’s Advisory Group; a group of 
20 students assembled to make sure that the voice of the students is heard by administrators.  The 
twenty represent a cross section of grades, ages, interests and involvement at the high school.  
Some of the things they have discussed include the frustration at having multiple assessments on 
Fridays.  Andrew is able to work with the staff to ensure that there is better timing across 
disciplines for assessments.  He is not sure how the group will evolve over time but really sees 
the value in it for the kids and for the teachers/administrators. 
 
He is also hosting lunch with a randomly choses group of kids each month again, to hear their 
voices, their concerns and what they like about the high school.  They really like Schoology.  All 
of the teachers will be up on Schoology by Januarry21st.  Based on their enthusiasm for the 
program, Andrew has created a group so that he can communicate with the entire student 
population via Schoology.    
 
Andrew fielded questions from the audience including – 
 A policy for teacher response time on email. – Although there is not a firm policy, 24-48 
               hours seems reasonable.  He can follow up if there are specific issues.  
 The administration is working with teachers to ensure that there is consistency from  
     one teacher to the next within a discipline in a specific course  
             They are working on more consistency so that kids don’t try to get one teacher because 
                  they give easy “As” 
            Someone suggested that teachers get a formative assessment from students and parents to  
                 help them improve their teaching  

Andrew believes in accountability for teachers and students and that students should not 
    be able to choose to get a 0 on an assignment.  Teachers need to determine if it is a  
   “can’t do or a won’t do” and work with the student accordingly. 

 The House Bill on testing will need to be looked into further as there was activity  
                reported in the newspaper today 
            The teachers’ union began negotiations on their contract for UA on Monday and it  
                 should be completed by the end of the week.  It goes into affect on January 1st, 2015.       
 
The minutes from the October 15, 2014 General PTO meeting were approved and seconded. 
 
Kellie Ali, President Elect, presented mini Grants.  Each mini grant was submitted to the 
department head and to Andrew Theado before reaching the Executive Committee of the PTO.  



There were only a few questions about the Digital Danger video including who wrote and 
produced it.  The members approved all of the mini grants in attendance.   
Beth Piscopo, Treasurer, presented a change to the budget to reflect the collection of monies in 
the spring for use the following fall and changed the mini grants line to reflect this.  A vote was 
taken and the budget change was approved. 
 
Randi Stummer closed the meeting and announced that there will be no December meeting.  Our 
next general meeting is January 21st at 8:30 a.m. at Yabos Tacos. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 


