
Upper Arlington High School PTO Meeting 
Tuesday, September 10, 2014 

Yabo’s Tacos 
 
Attendees – Kristi Frenken, Beth Piscopo, Marta Bergese, Wendi Thompson 
Julie Morris, Robyn Woll, Don Argento, Jen Knox, Xiaoling Feng, Amy Hehr, Danielle 
Whitcomb, Sara Royer, Rachel Tjaden, Lisa Schechter, Katie Hamilton, Sharon Sappington, 
Tom Sappington, Stacey Royer, Ali Scott, Kelly Blue, Kellie Ali, Stacy Wollmann, Diane 
Hobson, Thomas Cochran, Hope Cooper, Cindy Holednak, Marion Crum, Laura Mazzaterri, 
Julie Leff, Claudia Weisberg, Randi Stummer, Sheelah Buse, Fran Contty, Paul Imhoff, Andrew 
Theado 
 
Randi Stummer called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m. and welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and introduced Paul Imhoff, Superintendent.   
 
Paul discussed several new updates at the district level.  He encouraged everyone to get involved 
with the new strategic planning process.  There is information on the district’s website and asked 
everyone to plan to attend the meeting on October 20th at 7:00 at UAHS for a review of and 
discussion about the first draft.  If you cannot be at that meeting, feel free to give your feedback 
on line.   
 
He also addressed three key concerns voiced by parents a year ago that the district has been 
working on all summer including the need for a new website that has been completed, reducing 
paperwork - especially at the beginning of the year - and the need to streamline the number of 
online systems needed to access your child’s grades and teacher information.  The district 
welcomes your input on all of these projects.   
 
Paul also shared his opposition to a bill in the Ohio House of Representatives to elimination of 
the Common Core standards to be replaced by the Massachusetts standards in three years.  He 
will keep us posted on the progress of this bill.   
 
Paul congratulated Andrew Theado on his progress to date at the High School.  Andrew 
introduced Vice Principal Tom Cocharan.  Andrew is very aware that he is the fourth principal in 
four years and wants to provide consistency and leadership to the students, staff, parents and 
community.   One of the first areas he and the staff are addressing is attendance.  They are 
working on accuracy of reporting, interventions for those skipping classes and a form for pre-
planned absences.  He said that every institution can get better.   
 
Andrew asked the audience what they thought is going well at UAHS.   Comments included  

1. The atmosphere at the High School has changed for the better 
2. Facilities look great – thanks to the PTO and the custodial team 
3. Seniors are excited to be back 
4. Teachers are tremendous 
5. Alums are VERY prepared for college 
6. College prep process is great for students and parents 
7. Programming stretches kids and provides opportunities across courses and modules 



8. Art classes are tremendous 
9. GREAT diversity of clubs and activities for kids 

 
He also asked what we thought could be done better going forward.  Comments included 

1. We should consider electronic conference sign up   
2. Better communication with parents around scheduling changes would be helpful 
3. Some concerns about attendance at Homecoming  
4. There was some confusion about what the technology requirements are for high school 
5. Some freshmen are overwhelmed – there are resources in Bear Guides, counselors and 

administration.  Reach out and talk to all of them.  Join a club and get connected. 
6. Need to highlight new courses available each semester/year 
7. Does there need to be a policy on not taking exams on student phones?   

 
The budget was submitted for review and was approved.  Bethe Piscopo called for vote and 
Sheelah Buse seconded.  The budget was approved. 
 
Claudia Weisberg reported that we currently have 323 members and $10,795 in membership 
dues to date. 
 
Randi Stummer introduced the Executive Team, announced the next meeting for October 15th at 
7:00 p.m. at the UAHS Cafeteria and closed the meeting at 9:35 a.m. 
 
 
 
 


